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STATEMENT OF UM LAW DEAN JOHN 0. MUDD
REGARDING PROFESSOR WYSE
MISSOULA—
At a meeting of the Law School Student Body on Wednesday, March 4,
Dean John 0. Mudd issued the following statement:
"Although the District Court has rendered its decision in the
matter involving Professor Ronald Wyse, because of the judicial process
it may be some time before the various legal issues are finally resolved.
I feel it important to comment on the matter at this time.

Four factors

are of particular significance.
"First, as Professor Wyse testified, he felt himself caught between
conflicting responsibilities:

a duty to report information which related

to a pending criminal charge versus the need to maintain the confidentiality
of juvenile records.

Acting in good faith, he followed a course toward what

he judged to be his overriding obligation.
"Second, this case centers on the narrow question of whether Professor
Wyse followed the correct procedure in providing information to an accused man
and his attorney in California.

It is not claimed that the accused should

never have had the information.

In fact, county officials here testified that

the information had already been given to the California prosecuting attorney
before Professor Wyse had ever spoken to the accused.
"Third, in the interest of informing the district court of the fact
surrounding his actions, Professor Wyse waived all of his procedural rights and
testified as the state's only witness in the action against him.

He has made

available to the Law School student body the full transcript of the proceedings.
He has explained his actions and the legal issues to the students and responded
(more)
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to their questions.
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This was done at his request and in response to the

Law School's concern that its students be exposed to the issues facing a
practicing attorney, and fully informed of the circumstances surrounding
this matter.
"Fourth, Professor Wyse's contribution to this school, his profession
and the community are significant.
rate him as a fine teacher.
of lawyers.

Students and colleagues on the faculty

He is an active member of the state association

He has continuously served as a volunteer for a variety of local

civic and educational groups, and has shown a particular interest in the
needs of young people.
"It may be determined ultimately the Professor Wyse was correct in
following the procedure he chose in this case.
was in error.

It may be determined that he

An error, if it were established, should be dealt with candidly.

However, any single act should be judged in the light of a career of exceptional
performance as a lawyer and teacher.
"In light of all these factors, I want to affirm that Professor Wyse remains
a member of this faculty in good standing."
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